Berkeley International High School
Parent Action Group

Planning Meeting

September 27, 2011

5 p.m. D Bldg, 2nd floor

Attended by:  Autumn Stephens, Leo Stegman, Sylvie Gil, Mary McDonald, Becky Denison, Thea Daniels, Maureen Katz, Devra Laner, Barbara Boque, Alejandra Nunez, Julia Wakalee-Lynch, Rachel Penn, Ross Parker, Sandi Hunt 

Minutes prepared by Sandi Hunt

1.
Welcome and Introductions 


15 min
Thea Daniels opened the meeting and thanked everyone for attending.

2.
Admin/Teacher Report In


10 min

Ross Parker reported on upcoming events - in particular Junior parent night on October 6th and Freshman parent night on October 19th.  Mary McDonald volunteered to organize a team to call all junior parent families to remind them of the event.  A similar effort will be made for Freshman parent families.  An event will be held for parents of Sophomores in February, close to the time for signing up for classes for Junior year.
Ross also reported on Back to School night - Fundraising letters were distributed in all of the History classes; only a couple of English teachers asked for sign-ups to the BIHS etree, and more than 50 new addresses were obtained from just those two teachers' classes.
3.
Committee Reports



20 min



Field Trips

Upcoming field trips include October 12th Senior trip to the Exploratorium and October 20th Freshman trip to the Arab Film Festival.  Devra is working on getting a parent team together for future field trip planning and organization

Fundraising

Sandi Hunt reported on current fundraising plans.  Two approaches to fund raising will be used - mailings home asking for contributions, and a social media approach that will engage the students.  There will be a meeting of a small group of people involved in fundraising on Saturday, October 1st.  The primary purpose will be to acquaint one another about prior practices and current needs.  We need to raise roughly twice the level of funds that have been raised in prior years to meet ongoing expenditure estimates. 

Julia Wakalee-Lynch reported on the recent Berkeley High Development Group meeting.  She noted the hope of the BHSDG that fund raising efforts undertaken by each of the small learning community groups will encourage parents to designate a portion of their contribution to the larger BHSDG account, to fund items that benefit the entire school, and to improve equity in funding across all programs.  Julia also reported that the library is purchasing test prep materials from the IBO to assist BIHS students.

Outreach

Mary discussed key outreach themes.  A wide range of approaches are needed to reach the whole community, as many people still are not on the BIHS etree.  There was discussion of potentially having a chat room where parents could ask questions.  Much of the desired information is on the web site but parents aren't in the habit of looking there.  Student outreach is being organized through the Buddy Me IB.  This group provides student to student mentoring for Sophomores, Juniors and Seniors.   There is a goal to extend the program to Freshmen if there are enough volunteers. 



Communication

A number of people are interested in assisting with Communications.  Rachel Penn will assist with moderating etree communications, and Autumn Stevens is interested in assisting with a newsletter.  A meeting of several people interested in communications will be held on October 12 at 5:30.



Teacher Support




Gift List

Ross reported that a number of the items on the teacher wish lists have been provided and noted the teachers' appreciation for the contributions.  He noted the particular need for contributions to the Science program, given the lab needs for those classes.

4.
Upcoming Immediate Needs


5 min



Teacher Breakfasts



Teacher Lunches



Info Nights

Acme bread has offered to donate bread and pastries for Monday morning meetings.  Parent volunteers are needed to pick up and deliver the items on Mondays.  Teacher lunches will be held roughly once a month, and parent volunteers are needed to arrange for the lunches.  These are planning lunches that provide distinct groups of teachers to get together to collaborate on defined topics.  The first is to organize requirements for the Senior year.

5.  
Advisory Council




5 min



Select PAG representatives

· First meeting Wednesday, September 28

Alejandra Nunez volunteered to serve as one PAG representative.  Another can be appointed, and the Advisory Council generally has a total of 4 parents, with 2 from the PAG and two from outreach done by teachers.

6.
Ideas/Recommendations


5 min

Remaining meetings for 2011 - 10/20, 11/10 and 12/1

